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The Joy Of Shared Reading
(NAPS)v-Tire only thing bet-

ter than reading a good book may
be eujo=ing that book together
with a readinpgrrrup.

Reading groups are a great
way to learn about new authors,
to share favorite books and to
meetDitherreaderu.

Thew are jest a four of the re
sons why the Women's National
Book Association WNBAI wants
to encmuage readers to take part
in a group.

leading gsuue inure, trans-
form and educate,' said Laurie
Beckelman, WNBA int. `,hey
foster community and instill an
apprectabcc for 1118 write !cad"

To celebrate the 90th anniver-
sary of its founding, the organiza-
tion has designated October as
National Reading Group Month
tNRGM?. 71* mikon of National
Reading Group Month is old:

. To bring about public aNare-
neaa of the joy ofshared readt;

+ To provide a time AT a sting
groups to celebrate their accom-
plishments and make plans for
the ft re;

To in enrage libraries, book-
stores and various organizations
to bast spedal events for reeding
Epe;

• To provide opportunities for
individuals to get involved in an
existing reading group or start
one of the own.

WNBA has chapters in Boston
Dallas, Detroit, Los Angeles,
Nashville, New York City, San
Franesco and Washlogton, D,C.

Its advisory board includes
Carol Fitzgerald, founder and
president of The BookReprrt Net-
work including Readinggroup
guidea.com, and Nancy Pearl, a
nationally noted librarian and
author of 'ook Lust (2003),
"Mare Book Lust" (2005) and
Book Crush: For Kids and Teens"
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Rea this: Any month can be a
great month to start a reading
group and share your favorite
bra.

007 , all published by Sas+luatth
Baden.

A chiefor anfaer is April Judge
of the New Jersey American
Library Association and West
tjaldwell Public Library. NRCIM is
originally the idea of Martha
Burns andAlice Dillo authors of

ading Group Journal: Notes In
the Margin' published by Abbe
viffe Prey (1W

Further information is avail-
able at httpu'lwnba-beeks.org.
Check the Web site for details l in
WNBA National Reading Group
Month events to take place in
O doter. Spoors include Haper-
Collas Publishers and Susannah
Greenberg Public Relations. The
Women`s National Book Assecia-
tion was established before
women in America even had the
right to vote. It is a bread-baste
nixnpi ft organization with Mem-
ber a aoae the counq three dis-
tinguished national awar ds and a
history of live/ eves inks eight
chapter cities and elsewhere.
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